Vasospasms are characteristic in cases with eclampsia/preeclampsia and HELLP syndrome: proposal of an angiospastic syndrome of pregnancy.
We attempted to prove the occurrence of generalized vasospasms in cases with eclampsia/preeclampsia and HELLP syndrome and to suggest the existence of an angiospastic syndrome of pregnancy. Sixteen cases with severe preeclampsia were evaluated. Among them, three cases were complicated by eclampsia and one case with HELLP syndrome. Cranial magnetic resonance angiography (MRA) was performed in 15 cases, and celiac angiography was performed in one case. Vasospasms were observed in 12 cases (75.0%), including all cases involving eclampsia and HELLP syndrome, and cerebral infarction was observed in one case. Typical vasospasms were found by MRA in the middle and posterior cerebral arteries with peripheral ischemic changes in cases with severe preeclampsia and eclampsia. Vasospasms of the hepatic arteries were observed by celiac angiography in a case with HELLP syndrome. Vasospasms are characteristic for patients with eclampsia/preeclampsia and HELLP syndrome, and the existence of an angiospastic syndrome of pregnancy is proposed.